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IS IT REALLY THAT BAD???

THE FINANCIAL CRISIS OF 2008 

LED TO A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE 

IN CONSUMER SPENDING AND 

CREDIT AVAILABILITY, CAUSING 

A SHARP DROP IN VEHICLE 

SALES AND PRODUCTION, 

WHICH SEVERELY IMPACTED 

THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY IN 

2009.





THROWBACK INTO 2008/2009

Winter 2009: Mercedes-Benz stopped all winter tests in Schweden, due to a massive cost-down program



LOOK BACK AT 2008/2009



A courageous chief engineer said: “We will not stop the SOP and we will stick to all the 
innovations we have planned. But we're going to do it differently than we did before….”

So a small circle of engineers set off for an abandoned ski resort in Austria.
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Dynamics ADAS
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THE FUTURE LOOP



Courage & Vision

Discipline in Execution

Focus on Customer Experience

Earliest possible use of virtual generation and validation

Partnership between OEMs, suppliers, service providers & universities

Sharing of best practises and agreement on common standards

Key Enabler
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